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How Much has Girls State 
Changed?

by: Kiah Morris. Murphy City.
Can you believe how much Girls State 
has changed? Interviewed by Kiah 
Morris, Abbie Geddings, Senior 
Counselor of four years, tells of how 
Girls State was when she was a delegate 
in 2009. "Text voting, social media 
campaigning and rules, jeans weren't 
allowed when I was a delegate. We didn't 
have college bowl or the athletic portion 
of city competitions. We didn't have any 
of the technology that we have today like 
the projectors or the video cameras. 
Phones weren't really allowed in 
assemblies at all. " 

Molly Spearman’s Girls State vs. My Girls State
by: Mattie Brown. Ferguson City.

On Tuesday, June 9th, Superintendent of Education Molly Mitchell Spearman spoke 
to Palmetto Girls State and shared her experiences and her story as to how she ended 

up in her Constitutional Office.  
 Listening to Superintendent Spearman speak was an amazing experience. It 

was already exciting knowing that she was coming because she comes from my 
hometown Saluda, SC. I actually got to meet her once already when she began her 
tour of all the schools in South Carolina, so seeing her again and listening to her 

story of how she came to be in politics was exciting.  
 In an interview, she shared with me her experiences as a delegate when she 
attended Palmetto Girls State in 1971. Mrs. Spearman was privileged enough to be 

the speaker of the House of Representatives at girls state and got to reside in the 
house of representatives at the State House. In reflection, Mrs. Spearman said, "It 

was so much fun for me as a teen because I got to bang the gavel and sit in the 
House of Representatives. She told of how her father was in the House at the time 

and she and the other delegates got to help in passing s legislation.  
 A lot of Girls State is still the same as it was when Superintendent Spearman 

attended. She mentioned, "When I went to girls state, we still did a lot of the same 
stuff. Still used the blue books and sang many of the same songs." However, there 

are many differences from her Girls State and our Girls State. Superintendent 
Spearman reminisced, "we had to wear dresses all the time and wear white gloves at 
the tea. It was much more proper... but girls state has gotten much larger now, and I 

think it has gotten a lot better."  
 Seeing how Girls State is still the same generally, but has also evolved so 
much really opened my eyes. It was interesting getting to hear her story and her 
experience at girls state. I have to say, I am definitely glad I do not have to wear 

white gloves!  

The Adjutant General
by: Pressley Wilson. Wallace City. 

This year’s 69th Annual Palmetto Girls State has been a great week! I am sure 
everyone has had a week full of exciting competitions, elections, and dancing. 
However, the 70th Annual Palmetto Girls State has a possibility of a change. 
The change could be occurring because of South Carolina voters changing 
their take on how the Adjutant General should take office. According to a 
recent poll in South Carolina, 57% of the voters said the Governor should 
have the responsibility of picking who the Adjutant General is, while 43% 
would rather elect this position. South Carolina is currently the only state 

where its top military officer is elected by popular ballot. 
In case some PGS delegates do not know, the Adjutant General is the state’s 

top military officer. The General’s responsibilities are overseeing South 
Carolina’s 11,000-member Military Department; including the Army National 
Guard, Air National Guard, volunteer State Guard and the state's Emergency 

Management Division. 
Should South Carolina allow the Governor to appoint a position with that 
much responsibility? Or should the people of South Carolina voice their 

opinions and elect this position? And how will this change the process of PGS 
for 2016? Apply to be a Junior Counselor and find out what could happen at 

next year’s Palmetto Girls State!   


