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The Candidates

Candidate 1, "I'm the president of my chess club and captain of my soccer team.” Everyone claps 
and the next candidate is introduced. Candidate 2, “I'm the vice president of my Spanish club 
and co-captain of my softball team.” Now it’s time to vote. When both candidates have such 
high qualifications, what makes the difference between the winner and the runner-up? What 
can an office candidate say to a make them stand out from the other 630 amazing girls who are 
just as qualified to do the job if not even more so? I asked various girls this very same question 
and it seems the answers vary.  

This year’s Palmetto Girls State delegates were asked what they look for in a candidate. A few 
people said they look for humor to breakthrough the standard speeches. Others said they look 
for individuality and uniqueness that stands out in the sea of outstanding achievements. While 
these are sufficient, the most common answer was I look for a candidate who doesn't make a list 
of their extra-curricular activities. When every single person in attendance has a list just as long, 
the spectacular-ness of a well-rounded resume doesn't stand out. For the next speech, think of 
qualities that make you stand out from other candidates, let you personality shine through, and 
don't just list what clubs you led but what you did as their leader.  
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Think of substantial traits that qualify you for office  
Know what you are running for and the duties involved  
Make your speech interesting, and if you add a joke make sure it's funny  
Don't make a list of extracurricular activities  
At the end of your speech repeat your name   

Tips
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Kayla Marie By: Sara Culclasure, McPhail City and   
 Anna Claire Book, Collins City 

Kayla Marie Holder’s family has a Palmetto Girls State and Palmetto Boys State legacy that is 
quite different from anybody else’s.  Kayla Marie’s mom, Tammy, was in Williston City and 
was Superintendent of Education while she was at Palmetto Girls State. Her dad, Travis, was 
mayor of Saluda City while he was at Palmetto Boys State. As everybody knows, Girls State 
and Boys State meet on Friday every year and trade t-shirts with each other. Neither of Kayla 
Marie’s parents had somebody to trade shirts with, so when Tammy saw Travis sitting on a 
park bench by himself, she overcame her nerves and introduced herself. Can you guess what 
happened next? Travis accidentally spit his gum out at her because he was extremely 
nervous. You didn’t guess that did you? I don’t know about you, girls, but I probably 
would’ve been pretty grossed out. Tammy must be really understanding because they 
actually exchanged shirts…. and phone numbers! Tammy and Travis decided to stay in 
contact by talking on the phone frequently. Now, not too many years later, Kayla Marie is 
hoping to follow in her mother’s footsteps to become our Superintendent of Education this 
year. Her parents are expecting her to come home after this week with a boy’s number who 
also accidentally spat his gum out at her too! 

Are You A Legacy?



Bobbie Sinner

By: Jessica Geltz, Wallace City and Shelby Evans, Lown City

Being raised in the American Legion Auxiliary molded Mrs. Bobbie Sinner into the 
patriotic American she is today. At a very young age, she learned the significance and 
meaning of supporting and defending the United States. Bobbie Sinner joined the Army 
National Guard on March 23, 2004 during her junior year of high school. As the first 
female of a family filled with male military veterans, she set precedent for the women in 
her family and inspired her younger sister to join within the year.  Mrs. Sinner was 
originally motivated to join by her father when, at the age of nine, she saw him in 
uniform.  The ways the military and the American Legion Auxiliary shaped her life will 
transcend into the lives of her young daughters, a five-year-old named Elsie and a two-
month-old named Esper.  She believes both of her daughters would be incredible 
legacies at PGS and she hopes that they will be able to attend and carry on their family’s 
traditions.  

This hope for her daughters is one with strong promise as they are both already 
members of the Sumter Post 15 American Legion Auxiliary. In addition to being a 
member of the Auxiliary, Elsie serves the American Legion by singing God Bless 
America at local Sumter P15 baseball 
games. At five years old, she has already 
shown an appreciation for the American 
flag not matched by many her age.  This 
patriotic spirit embodies what Mrs. 
Sinner longs to see out of the delegates of 
Palmetto Girls State. In addition, Mrs. 
Sinner dreams for alumnae of Girls State 
to have an immense and the utmost 
respect for our veterans, no matter what 
they look like. Thousands of veterans 
nationwide suffer hard times upon their 
arrival home and often eventually lose 
their physical homes. Mrs. Sinner wants 
the graduates of PGS to ensure that 
veterans receive the highest level of 
admiration from the next generation 
because of the ways the men and women 
fought to protect each and every one of 
us.  
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Friends For Life 
By: Mikaela Hayes, Furman City 

Here at Palmetto Girls State, all of our speakers and counselors have told us that we are going to 
have the best week ever, and that once we leave, we will have friends for life. We are all going to 
be really close within our cities because we will have been living together for a week. Not all 630 
of us PGS girls are going to be able to bond or even speak to each other, but we are going to 
remember all of the girls within our cities and all the good times we had with them.  

But the question is, how are going to keep our new friendships and connections? Furman City 
Junior Counselor Peyton McInnis has some really amazing ideas! “Trade numbers and all of our 
social medias which I am sure mostly everyone has already done.” She also suggested to “meet up 
with your friends in a place that is well known and everyone can get to,” such as Columbia, 
Charleston, and Lexington. Furthermore, your friends can go even further and “plan beach trips 
or go dress shopping together.” All of these are really good ideas to keep in touch with the friends 
you meet.  

We only have one week of this ladies - let’s not waste it! How cool would it be to run into one of 
your PGS friends in college? Or, at the store, and just be able to walk up to them and talk about all 
of your inside jokes and all of the funny things that happened? Nobody else would have a clue 
what you are talking about or why you are singing “Val-de-re! Val-de-ra!” But, you both will 
know, and that it is something you will not forget. So, make sure you make the best of this week!

Girls State 
Shoes of Choice



Jessica Wright

By: Jessica Geltz, Wallace City and Shelby Evans, Lown City 

On Sunday June 7, 2015 the 69th annual Palmetto Girls State was inaugurated by the arrival of over 
630 girls from across South Carolina.  Each girl was locally acclaimed by her individual American 
Legion Auxiliary Post and sponsored to attend the weeklong program. In addition to these 
phenomenal girls, Senior and Junior Counselors from previous years of Girls State returned to provide 
guidance and encouragement to this year’s delegates. One of the Junior Counselors of 2015 is a young 
woman named Jessica Wright. She holds a vibrant personality and a humble character; she was also 
the elected Governor of Palmetto Girls State 2014. Providing insight and inspiration for the delegates 
of 2015, Jessica chose to serve as a Junior Counselor this year to further mission from the previous 
year. When she ran for Governor of Palmetto Girls State in 2014, Jessica’s platform consisted of a drive 
to educate herself and her peers about local and state government. Her initial understanding of local 
and state government was weak. She admits to having no previous interest in politics and very little 
knowledge regarding the political system. However, Jessica entered Palmetto Girls State with a desire 
to expand her grasp on each level of government. Championing this attitude she quickly realized she 
was not the only girl lacking awareness of the inter-workings of government in Palmetto Girls State or 
back in her hometown. Thus she built her platform for Governor, the highest office at Palmetto Girls 
State, with the primary goal of helping her fellow delegates realize their options to participate in local, 
state, and national government. In this, she was highly successful and was elected to lead the girls of 
Girls State on the South Carolina State House steps as Governor of 2014.   

Upon returning this year, Jessica feels like she has been drawn back to the campus of Presbyterian 
College by the connection she experienced as a delegate. The unwavering support system that backed 
her 2014 campaign remains unparalleled. She reportedly still gets goose bumps at the thought of the 
spirit and encouragement that radiated from her Girls State family, another graduate that will forever 
be bonded to the extraordinary experience that is Palmetto Girls State. While the ideals imbued to 
each delegate have remained constant throughout the duration of the program, 2015 is a special year 
for PGS. Thanks to 21st century advances, when running for office one no longer has to file physically 
and can file electronically. This new system has nearly revolutionized the process of running, making it 
easier and more accessible. Due to this convenience of accessibility, Jessica reports noticing an 
increase in files for constitutional offices and an increase in those announcing that they are running for 
office. Part of this may be due to a new confidence in this generation of women regarding roles in 
government, though could also be explained by a separation from the previous intimidation of 
physically filing. In this new form of filing, young women are less aware of the number of candidates 
they are competing against, therefore they are more willing to put themselves out in the open.  

Nevertheless, despite changes in technology and generational differences, the overarching spirit of 
Girls State is one of confidence and sisterhood. The American Legion Auxiliary has successfully created 
a sanctuary on the grounds of Presbyterian College for young women across the state of South Carolina 
to form bonds of friendship and gain new knowledge about the opportunities that are available in 
government. Aligning perfectly with Jessica Wright’s platform and legacy from 2014, each delegate 
graduates with an appreciation of the possibilities for leadership on the local and state level. 


